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Commission Approves State Funding for 
Local School Construction Project 

 
July 12, 2015 (Columbus) – The Ohio School Facilities Commission (OSFC) today approved over $25.6 
million in state funding for school construction work in the Chillicothe City School District (Ross County).  
The district is one of nine (9) from across the Buckeye state that received an offer of funding from the 
Commission, which oversees the state’s school facility renovation and construction program. 

The funding, combined with $21.1 million from the district, will allow the district to move forward with the 
construction of a new elementary and a new combined elementary – middle school to serve the district’s 
students.   The work is the culmination of an ongoing plan to comprehensively address the facility needs in 
the district. 

"This is a critical step in ensuring that the children in the Chillicothe district are in facilities that help support 
academic achievement," said OSFC Executive Director David Chovan. He went on to add that, “There is 
also a significant economic impact attached to today’s Commission action – the construction work generated 
by this project could translate into both job opportunities for local residents and increased purchases of goods 
and services from local businesses.”  

Steve Mullins, Board Member since 2005 and current Board President stated “Today marks a milestone on a 
12 year process that has been centered around one goal….provide the very best educational opportunities for 
our kids in the most cost effective manner for the taxpayers. We want to thank the Commission for this 
opportunity and we look forward to working with them as we build an exciting new future for our children 
and the city of Chillicothe.”  Current Superintendent of Schools Jon Saxton added “Participation in an OSFC 
Classroom Facilities Assistance Project is a “WIN” all the way around.  Taxpayers, homeowners, businesses, 
and most importantly our students will benefit from much needed new school facilities!” 

School districts must raise their local share of the project budget within 13 months before the state funding 
can be released. Districts that fail to acquire their funding in that period are considered “lapsed,” but can still 
participate in OSFC programs once they obtain local funding.  
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About OSFC 
Established in 1997, the Commission is responsible for administration of the state’s school construction and 
renovation program. The Commission is currently working with, or has completed all necessary work in, nearly 
two-thirds of the state’s 613 school districts and has opened over 1,100 new or renovated facilities. With over 200 
sustainable buildings certified, the Commission is also a national leader in the use of environmentally-friendly 
design practices that enhance savings in operational costs. 

As of September 10, 2012, the Commission was consolidated with the Office of the State Architect to form 
the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission.  The Ohio School Facilities Commission continues to exist as 
a separate commission within the new agency, focusing on funding Ohio’s comprehensive K-12 school 
construction program.  


